Qizilbash (
in Afghanistan

he word Qizilbash is an Ottoman

Turkish word referring to red head-
gear. This headgear was associated with
the "twelver" Shi'ite Muslims. The Qizil-
bash were a coalition of many different
tribes of predominantly Turkic-speaking
Azerbaijani peoples united in their adher-
ence to Shia Islam and can be traced
back to the 15th century. An early leader
of the Qizilbash (named Ismail) lead
forces which conquered most of what is
Iran today, spreading the teachings of
Shia Islam. The Qizilbash have a reputa-
tion for being skilled warriors and have
long been associated with sources of
power. The predominantly Sunni Mus-
lims of Afghanistan have sometimes
resented the Shia Qizilbash.

Ministry Obstacles

The religious zeal of the Qizilbash people
can be a huge obstacle to the gospel
since it is misplaced.

Outreach Ideas

Their religious zeal can potentially
become an asset if the Holy Spirit
leads them to directing that zeal into
devotion to the Savior who died to pay
for their sins.

Prayer Focus
Pray for a spiritual hunger that will lead
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the Qizilbash people to the cross. Pray
for a clear presentation of the gospel
message among the Qizilbash that will
lead to a movement to Christ. Pray that
God will raise up laborers who are willing
to reach the Qizilbash for Christ, no mat-
ter what the cost. Pray for a church
planting movement among the Qizilbash.

SCRIPTURE But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to
obey you rather than Him? We cannot stop telling about everything we have

seen and heard.” Acts 4:19-20

PRAY for this people group to listen to and to obey God. Pray that they hear
God’s message and tell others about His marvelous works.
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