
Pajonal Asheninka 
in Peru

The Pajonal Asheninka of Peru 
live on the eastern slopes of the 
Andes Mountains. Having failed 

to incorporate fully into the Incan Em-
pire, they were often enslaved in the 
20th century. More cultural disinte-
gration occurred when the rubber in-
dustry trespassed on their traditional 
lands. They were subject to terrorism 
in the 1990s and outsiders introduced 
infections that further stressed their 
culture. There are four or five 
churches, and they do have the New 
Testament in their language. They live 
in small family units in communities 
numbering about 100 persons each. 
They engage in small-scale agriculture 
of maize and manioc as well as hunt-
ing and gathering. Coffee is their only 
cash crop.

Obstacles
Rubber barons threaten to collapse 
Pajonal Asheninka culture and 
economy.

Outreach Ideas
Continued translation of the Old Tes-
tament will be helpful, especially 
those portions showing power en-
counters (Moses in Egypt, Elijah and 
the prophets of Baal, and others).

Prayer Focus
Pray that Christianity would not be-
come blended with their old religion. 
Pray that animists would see power in 
the gospel. Pray the people would re-
main united with minimal disruption.

SCRIPTURE  Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 
speed ahead and be honored, as happened among you, 2 Th.3.1

PRAY Make this your prayer for this people group.
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